A brief history of Oak Hill Cemetery, and a few of those interred:

Oak Hill Cemetery was founded in 1859 by Richfield territorial pioneers — primarily local farmers. Feeling it was their
“duty as well as [their] privilege to provide and set apart grounds for the final resting place of our dead,” to develop a
”Burying Ground,” they purchased land offered by Nelson Pratt and his brother David Pratt to be the site of Oak Hill
Cemetery. The original two acres of land “on or near the top of the hill North of David Pratt's house” were purchased at
the price of “twelve & 1/2 dollars pr acre.”

Oak Hill Cemetery currently encompasses about 17 acres in south Minneapolis, about 10 acres of which are platted for
gravesites. More than 9,800 persons are buried here, including 43 veterans of the Civil War. (By comparison, our local
Lakewood Cemetery — founded in 1871 - has interred 162,345. https://www.lakewoodcemetery.org/about/lakewood-
history/)

Oak Hill is the oldest cemetery in Hennepin County still in operation on its original site. Pioneers & Soldiers Cemetery
(formerly Layman’s), at Lake Street and Cedar Avenue, was established in 1853, but is no longer in operation. (It is on
the National Register of Historic Places, and does have an active Friends group. It is overseen by the city of Minneapolis
and is open to visitors: http://www.friendsofthecemetery.org/)

Oak Hill serves as a space for dog-walking, bird-watching, geo-caching, and reflection. American Legion Post 435, in
Richfield, has held a Memorial Day service at the cemetery for many years. The cemetery has a large group of caregivers
who regularly wander and beautify the grounds. A local Scout built and donated five garden benches as his Eagle Scout
Project, and recently we became the location for a high schooler’s Pollinator Garden community project.

The diversity of the trees at Oak Hill have helped it retain its serene, peaceful environment, despite the environmental
challenges of Dutch EIm disease and Emerald Ash Borer.

Oak Hill provides a way to connect the present with the past, through space and story:

Beverly Claiborne (B.C.) Yancey and Ellen Maria Yancey: B.C. was born in Ohio in 1828. Mr. Yancey settled in what was
then still Richfield Township following his service in the Civil War (4" US Colored Infantry Regiment). Here, he met and
married Ellen. They farmed primarily fruit on 68 acres in what is now Edina, and were prominent members of the
Minnesota Grange No. 398. [City of Edina bulletin, Dec, 2020] The Yancey’s are interred at Oak Hill, in spaces owned by
their friend Dennison Townsend.

Charles Hoag: born in Sandwich, New Hampshire, in 1808, Hoag moved to Minnesota in 1852. He purchased 160 acres
in Richfield in 1857, which he named “Diamond Lake Farm.” He was the first schoolmaster of Minneapolis, the second
treasurer of Hennepin County, and the superintendent of Hennepin County Schools from 1870-74. He played a central
role in the naming of the City of Minneapolis. Not liking names that were being considered by county commissioners, he
combined the Greek “polis” (city) with the Dakota “Minnehaha,” thought to mean “laughing water” (it is more
accurately translated “waterfall”). It was adopted as the city’s name in 1852.

Nathaniel Brewster: a descendent of a passenger of the Mayflower in 1620, Mr. Brewster was born in Vermont in 1790.
He was in the lumber business and had extensive farming interests in New York. Following the death of his wife in 1860,
he moved west, to Minnesota, where he died in 1871.

Henry Bachman and family: Henry Bachman was an early truck farmer in Richfield, arriving penniless in 1882 and
speaking only German. In 1885, he started his garden business on four acres of land in Richfield. When his carnation
house, built in 1924, outperformed his vegetable fields, he refocused on the floral market. The rest is history.

George Irwin: born in Erie County, NY, in 1847, George was appointed Justice of the Peace of Richfield at the town’s
organizational meeting May 11, 1858 — the same day Minnesota was admitted to the Union as the 32" State. His son,
Everett, also bought a farm. It was on Lyndale Avenue, and the home, at 7329 Lyndale Avenue South, is still a residence.
The Irwin family has the largest monument in the cemetery.



